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But even supposing those among them who were in
consequence convinced of the divine mission of Chribt,
were of a more superstitious turn of mind than the
rest, still this is not sufficient to account for their con-
viction.    For superstition, while it might facilitate the
bare admission of miraculous  events, would  at the
same time weaken their practical influence.    Miracles
ceasing to be accounted strange, would cease to be
striking also.    Whereas the conviction wrought in the
minds of these men was no bare and indolent assent
to facts which they might have thought antecedently
probable or not improbable, but a conversion in prin-
ciples and mode of life, and a consequent sacrifice of
all that nature holds dear, to which none would submit
except after the fullest examination of the authority
enjoining it.    If additional evidence be required, ap-
peal may be made to the multitude of Gentiles in
Greece and Asia, in whose principles and mode of
living belief in the Miracles made a change even more
striking and complete than was effected in the case of
the Jews.    In a word,  then,  the  conversion which
Christ and His Apostles effected invalidates the charge
of blind  credulity in the witnesses;  the practical
nature of the belief wrought in them proving, that
it was founded on an examination of the Miracles.

unbelievers, that great numbers of the Jews were converted
(Acts ii. 41 ; iv. 4; v. 13, 14 ; vi. 7 ; ix, 35 ; xv. 5 ; xxi. 20). On
this subject, see Jenkin, On the Christian Religion, Vol. ii.
Cli. xxxii.